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security needs of the Americas.  The Chapultepec 
Conference on the Problems of War and Peace, held in 
Mexico in 1945 led to the drafting and adoption of the Inter-
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (commonly 
known as the Rio Treaty) in 1947.  This treaty, pushed 
forward by strong U.S. leadership, established the principle 
of collective security among its 22 signatories.  Although it 
was invoked many times during the Cold War, it was not 
until the Falkland or Malvinas War in 1982 that the treaty 
failed in that the U.S. refused to support Argentina’s 
sovereignty when the British invaded the Falkland Islands.  
The short Falklands war can be viewed as the start of a long 
downward spiral of support for U.S. involvement in the 
regional security dialogue.  An exception occurred after 
September 11. 2001. after the attacks on the U.S. by Al 
Qaeda, when the Rio Treaty was unanimously invoked by all 
signatories. 
 
The U.S. was strongly behind the drafting o to the adoption 
of the 1991 Santiago Commitment to Democracy, which 
initiated a dialogue on hemispheric security and democracy.  
It led to the creation of a Committee on Hemispheric 
Security in 1991 to “follow upon and expand topics relating 
to confidence and security building measures” within the 
broader context of international security.  After the 2003 
OAS Special Conference on Security, there has been a 
growing recognition that threats to peace and security in the 
region would require a multidimensional approach. Out of 
that conference the OAS in 2004-2005 created the 
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.  In practice, 
however, the region’s commitment to find appropriate 
mechanisms to manage regional security has also challenged 
the deep sense of national sovereignty which has often 
prevented countries from coming together.  
 
The Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), created in 1942 
to prepare for the defense of the hemisphere against external 
threats, was not included in either the Rio Treaty of 1947 or 






15 
 
WORKS CITED 
Cope, John A., Reforming the Inter-American Defense 
Board, Strategic Forum, 258, August 2010. 
 
Pérez, Orlando J., “Crime and Support for Coups in Latin 
America,” AmericasBarometer Insights 20009 (#32). 
 





  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
